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MEMORANDUM FOR: Admiral Arisigh Burke 
Chief of Naval Operations 
SUBJECT $ Sanitisetion of TALENT Protagraphy 
REF ERENCE : Sex NT-60187, 12 June 1958 ( 25X11 


i, Ga i2d June 1968 you wrote to the Dizecter of Central Intelligence 
requesting permission for the easitination of TALENT phetegraphy collected 
owerte TT  ssi“‘(a8;”é#édi’SC OH Lendugead and Kola Penisesla areas aod 
the Soviet Far Zaet Maritioe Provisces, and ite removal from the TALENT 
seturity system: in order to meet Navy ageds arising from ite reapoeaibility 
te prepare pilots to deliver weapons againet assigned targets in the event of 
war, This problem: bas been examined at length: by the Ad Hoc Requirea:ents 
Committee (ARC) and the Utitination Advisory Scard {U AB), 


3 The sensitive character of the operations whereby TALENT 
phetegraphy has beer cotlected is, os you are well aware, extraordisary, 
The need for the information thue coliected, in order for intelligence 
proparty to sapport sational security, ie aleo extracrdinary. Over the 
last two ead o half yeare a6 theses ccateriala Lave become available, the 
agencies in the lateliigence Advieory Comimities (LAC) having a principal 
interest have collaborated closely ia order te ensure c: sxlavam exploitation 
and ene of these materials consistent with security. Considerable progress 
hae boos mode is devising ways acd means of using the information safely 
outside of the security cestrol syatex: and ander sermal security uandliag. 

i etrengly euppert these afforts and have urged continued imaginative efforts 
te find new ways to obtain the greatest possible use of the infers ation, 

Ways herve been found to vanities photography is order to prevent exposure 

of deta bearing upen altitedse, scale, cacera configuration characteristics, 
ond track te officigls esteide the TALENT systen:, However, we thas far 
have been able te fiad no effective means of sanitising photegraps te prevent 
nan-TALZMT-cleared perasnael from dedecing that the picture cust have 
been taken as a reault of penety ation of tha Seviet alr apace by some ceann, 
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3. <A plausible attribution of sanitized TALENT photography might 
be from generally known previeas photographic collections over the USSR, 
euch a6 balloon photegraphy. However, there are techaical reasons why 
tonfermance of TALENT te euch photegraphy is infeasibic, In the case of 


photography taken over the where it is understecd that § 25X1 
the Hevy has bees assigned ¥ targets, it 38x] 
may be that plausinie attribution could be made to overflight by the Navy or 


the Ais Force in recent years, Whereas one might make « distinction between 


4, The most effective use of TALENT photography in the preparation 
of target materials for pilet briefing so far is the target folder progr an: 
undertaken jointly by the Air Force and the Navy, In essence, thie is a 
reissuance of World War Il photegraphy snectated or adjusted by overlays 
te refieat new intelligence withent reference to source and displayed in euch 
fashion as te prevent comparieon and, therefore, attribution to a TALENT 
photograph tf indeed the two materiais were laid side-by-side. Sealed 
packages with TALENT photographs are under existing procedure siready 
being made avaliable fox an instant's use in an emergency for pict briefing. 
i weeld hope the use of anactated overlays mentioned above would provide 
reasenahiy adequate study matericis fer the plicts while at the same time 
would protect the security of the fact of overflight prior to an emergency. 


$. in the event that, ofter careful consideration of the national 
security risks us well as needs for release of sanitised TALENT u:ateriais 
selely on a TOP SECRET basis and cutside of the TALENT Control System, 
it ie your conviction that aething lees than TALENT vaterial iteelf in sanitized 
form {which would expese the {act of overflight) will enable you te carry out 
your respensibility asdequatety, please so inform me, 1 believe that under 
present cireamatantes the fact of an overflight (with implied authority) ie 
essentiaily higher authority's inform ation, heace I would be compelled to 
seek guidance in thie matter frem that higher aathority, 


ORIGINATORS: SEH 49 1958 
SIGNED c. Pe Pers 
Acting Director 


Chairman, ARC 
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Executive Secretary, UAB 


